Controllers Comments – Southern Champs – West Woods – 11th November 2007
Congratulation to North Wilts Orienteers for organising an excellent days orienteering at West Woods.  The planning, organisation and venue were befitting of a Southern Championship, and you the competitors came up to expectation.  In fact the leaders in some of the classes exceeded even the planners and my estimation of speed through the terrain.  However if prevailed upon, I would say that the course lengths were just about spot on.

NWO as a small club are fortunate to have a large number of dedicated orienteers willing to do their bit for the club.  None more than Ken Stimson (organiser) and John Orton (planner).

Courses

I think that the courses John planned made full use of the area giving both, route choice where applicable, and direct running if the competitor was confident in their ability.  Many commented on their surprise at some of the longer legs.  The vast amount of comments I received were more than complementary.  That said, I feel that I need to comment on Courses 11-13 (Juniors, and Light Green – Yellow).  These were technically at the top end of the range and caused some problems to those competitors not used to Badge courses.  To anyone who had difficulties please do not be too disheartened if you had problems, or failed to finish this time.

Terrain

If there was one thing that I did not anticipate, it was the sudden and almost complete autumn leaf drop by the beautiful beech trees in the week prior to the event.  This meant that many paths were covered in a carpet of leaves, as was the adjoining forest.  The infrequent use of the forest meant that the leaves had not been trodden in.  The other thing that we did not cater for was the felling of spruce trees either side of a path used by the white course again in the week prior to the event, so changing the path into a ‘super-highway’, if somewhat muddy.  The very recent felling around Control 100 was also disappointing.

I hope that you had an enjoyable day and will be returning to West Woods in the spring to compete again.

Dudley Budden
Organiser's Comments 

Thank you all for coming. I hope you all had some time to appreciate the autumn colours in West Woods as well as John Orton's courses. You responded magnificently to our pleas to share transport. Unfortunately some competition entrants were subject to significant hold-ups on the M4. We kept the start open for a little longer than planned to accommodate those who did manage to get through.

Special thanks must go to our host, Paul King and his family who provided the assembly field and reserved us contingency parking as well. Paul was very pleased with your parking donations, which totalled over £280 and will be sent to Wiltshire Air Ambulance and Wroughton Prospect Hospice.

In the forest Paul Sansbury of QO deserves particular mention for stopping to help a distressed fellow competitor but unfortunately losing his e-card and final time as a result.

I would like to thank all our cheerful band of helpers from NWO plus three "guests" from NGOC and BADO who did a great job. My final thanks to Dudley Budden for his welcome advice throughout.

Ken Stimson, NWO

